Chronicle of Seert: 3 



Anthony Alcock 



This is what Archbishop Scher calls Part Two of the Chronicle. What follows here is the first section of 
Part Two and covers the period 484 to 650 AD. The manuscript obviously passed through the hands of 
Ebedjesus Khayyat, the Catholic Archbishop of Dyarbekir and later Patriarch of Babylon (i860 to 1899), 
for it bears pencil notes made by him. 

The longest section in the work is devoted to Joseph, a Catholicos of an interestingly varied character 
(section 32 pp. 176-188). From the outset it seems clear enough that he is an able physician, but that all 
is not well with him is signalled perhaps by the information that he is honoured by the Marzban 

'because of his clothing' ( q_^uU i_jljuuu). His self-indulgence and contempt for his fellow Christians are 
perhaps what make him interesting enough to justify this relatively long section on him. 

I understand from Philip Wood 1 that an English translation with commentary of the second section of 
Part Two ( Patrologia Orientalis 13 pp.438-636) is to appear in a series of translations (Texts in 
Translation) published by Liverpool University Press. It thus seems pointless for me to continue this 
series, which was originally intended to present a translation of this relatively long text in two parts. 

I have referred to several dictionaries: 

W.E. Crum Coptic Dictionary (1939) 

E.W. Lan e Arabic-English Lexicon (1863) 

H. Wehr (tr. J.M Cowan) A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic (1971) 

J. Payne-Smith A Compendious Syriac Dictionary (1903). 

I have just come across a book that has helped me thread my way through nomenclature and other 
things by Aubery R. Vine The Nestorian Churches (1937). 
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l. Baboi the 20th Catholicos 



[Beginning is missing] 

[Baboi received] from them 2 a lot of money. He deposed those who had sees because they 
had insulted him when he was in prison. 

In his time there was only trouble and confusion: men and women began to conspire to 
elect Bishops and, by means of bribery, have them consecrated. 

People said: 'This one is the Bishop of so-and-so. That one is the Bishop of so-and-so.' The 
faithful ran the affairs of the Church, offered the Eucharist in their houses and baptized 
people outside the Church. The Bishops allowed women to enter the baptistery to see the 
baptism. Shameful things were done, adultery was common, monks and priests married 
illicitly. If someone were excommunicated for a sin and denied entry into the church, they 
were able to receive the sacraments in the houses of the faithful. 

The fathers, after witnessing this, gathered in the 25th year of Piroz 3 to censure Baboi for 
his conduct. They established canons to prohibit marriage with the father's wife, the 
brother's wife, with two women and many other things. Baboi was on the side of his 
brother Bishops and excommunicated them, but they in turn anathematized whoever 
transgressed against what they had just prescribed. 

Barsuma Bishop of Nisibis wrote a letter in which he he allowed priests and monks to 
marry if they were unable to live chastely. He used the words of Paul as a justification: 'It is 
better to marry than burn with desire.' 4 The Bishops with him approved this decree. 

In year twenty-six of Piroz 5 a persecution against the Christians broke out in Seleucia- 
Ctesiphon. He ordered Christians to call the sun 'god', and fire, water and the stars 

2 The Bishops 

3 Probably year 27 (484 AD), according to footnote 2 (p. 100). Synod of Beit Lapat (484 AD) in J. Chabot Synodicon 
Orientale (1902) pp. 308ff 

4 1 Cor. 7,9 

5 Reigned from 459 AD to 484 AD. 
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